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Introduction 

Safer Newport Community Safety Partnership  
4=BAN /ASLKNP EO /ASLKNPòO $KIIQJEPU 4=BAPU Partnership established under the Crime and Disorder Act 

(1998) as a community safety partnership board providing strategic oversight and governance of identifying, 

preventing, and protecting community safety issues across the city.  

Safer Newport delivers on emerging local community safety issues and problem solving regarding a range 

of themes including: 

¶ Anti-social behaviour (ASB) 

¶ Serious and organised crime (SOC) 

¶ Safer Pill 

¶ Safer City Centre 

The Partnership also acknowledges the need to consider groups that are vulnerable and are at increased 

risk of crime abuse or harm directed towards them, such as, People Sleeping Rough, Gypsy, Roma-Traveller 

Communities, and Adults at Risk of Sexual Exploitation.  

Gwent Police and Newport City Council (NCC) jointly chair the Partnership.  

Safer Newport aims to ensure a partnership approach to preventing and tackling aspects of community 

safety across all areas of Newport and works closely with related boards and forums including the Gwent 

Violence Against Women Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (VAWDASV) Board, the Area Planning Board 

and Counter Terrorism processes.  

The vision for Safer Newport for 2024-ÈÆÈÏ EO ñPK D=RA = LKOEPERA EIL=?P KJ PDA HERAO KB KQN ?KIIQJEPEAOòë  

 

  



 

Safer Newport ς Strategic Needs Assessment 2023  
Final Version  Page 3 

Executive Summary and Key Findings 
 

Safer Newport Community Safety Strategic Needs Assessment is a partnership commitment to ensuring 

that the needs, opinions, and experiences of Newport Residents are considered, analysed, and provide a 

suitable foundation for the Safer Newport Community Safety Plan 2024-2029.  

"O 8=HAOòO PDEN@ H=NCAOP ?EPU /ASLKNP D=O >KPD opportunities and risks to manage. Newport is known as a 

gateway city, providing easy and quick access from England into Wales. This geography brings in a 

significant number of new people settling in Newport. According to the 2021 census data, Newport became 

the fasting growing unitary authority in Wales from 2011-2021.  

Whilst Newport is growing, it is important to note that Newport is 70% rural, meaning that a significant 

portion of its 159,600 residents live within 30% of Newport land area. Population density such as this 

concentrates not only amenities and services but also infrastructural and community challenges.  

However, it is important safety concerns in rural areas are not overlooked or forgotten, with a need for 

specific attention and measures to address safety issues in these communities. 

Community Safety is a significant part of a NAOE@AJPòO experience and welfare and can have direct impact on 

an EJ@ERE@Q=HOò quality of life and needs. The Wellbeing of Future Generations Act seeks to ensure the 

following.  

 

15DAOA Í SAHH>AEJC CK=HO =NA = >A@NK?G KB 8AHOD (KRANJIAJPòO 

intention for Wales, both now and into the future. These goals are not 

intended to be considered in isolation, rather holistically considered 

for the mutual benefit of those living and working in Wales across all 

aspects of life.  

Safer Communities in and across Wales can be and should be 

considered against these 7 wellbeing goals. 2 

For example, we can consider this additional illustration to see how 

the spectrum of community safety needs could interact and connect 

to these 7 wellbeing goals. A more prosperous, cohesive, and more 

equal community would likely see a reduction in community safety issues, whether that be via perception 

changes or improvements in general area provision. 3 

There are therefore a multitude of ways in which we can and should 

approach Community Safety issues and needs.  

National and Social economic issues have been shown to have a 
direct impact on community safety and wellbeing. With the Covid 
pandemic and an ongoing cost-of-living crisis, the toll it takes on 
society cannot and should not be underestimated.4 Some of this 
can be seen via the data sets included within this SNA where dips 
and spikes of crime and needs of residents in Newport are 
illustrated.  

 
1 The Well-being of Future Generations | GOV.WALES 
2 Safer Communities for Wales - Wales Safer Communities 
3 A review of evidence on socio-economic disadvantage and inequalities of outcome (summary) | GOV.WALES 
4 Understanding the impact of the pandemic on crime | National Statistical (ons.gov.uk) 

https://www.gov.wales/well-being-of-future-generations-wales
https://safercommunities.wales/
https://www.gov.wales/review-evidence-socio-economic-disadvantage-and-inequalities-outcome-summary-html
https://blog.ons.gov.uk/2022/10/27/understanding-the-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-crime/
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You will observe within the following data sets that most comparable data shows Newport at a higher level 
of reported crime than the rest of the Gwent region. It is necessary to caveat this fact with Newport being 
demographically very different to other Local Authority areas in Gwent.  

When compared to other similar forces in the UK5 /ASLKNPòO N=PAO BKN OKIA ?NEIA PULAO =NA =RAN=CA KN 
below. Further comparison work will be done moving forward as part of annual reviews of the Safer 
Newport Community Safety Partnership.  

Crime and the perception of crime has = @ENA?P EIL=?P KJ LAKLHAòO experience of a city, area or even street. 
As such, this SNA made sure to establish and include the perception of residents across the city with public 
surveys being completed over a 10-month period. We have seen 3646 responses to these surveys, including 
from businesses, partner agencies, community members and young people which were conducted via 
online, paper based and face to face group sessions. Overall residents reported that they feel safe in 
Newport, more so during the day than at night.   

From crime data, partner data and public surveys the 3 priority areas identified for the Safer Newport 
Partnership are. Serious Organised Crime, Anti-Social Behaviour, and Vulnerable Groups.  

These areas have been chosen based on the following, 
 

1. Serious Organised Crime 

Analysis of data, public and partner information related to serious violence, and areas of ASB indicates in 

Newport  there are links whether directly or indirectly to serious organised crime. 
 

2. Anti-Social Behaviour 

Analysis of data, public and partner information shows that Anti-Social behaviour is consistently a concern 
across the city. Data associated with this area of community safety requires further consideration and as 
such will be a priority  moving forward.  

 
3. Vulnerable Groups.  

As an increasingly diverse city there are groups of people which are, for various reasons, are at increased 
risk of crime abuse or harm directed towards them, such as, Children and Young People, People Sleeping 
Rough, Gypsy, Roma, Traveller Communities, Adults at Risk of Sexual Exploitation, and those experiencing 
any form of Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence. More depth and details on each 

can be found in the remainder of this document.  
 

What has also been identified in the compilation of this SNA is that there are emerging areas or themes 
which do not have significant or broad enough data sets attached to them but need to be noted and 

monitored moving forward by the Safer Newport Community Safety Partnership. These emerging areas 
and themes can be found towards the end of this document on page 67. 

 
From all the data gathered, it is also noted that we have identified data gaps and acknowledge that there is 
a bigger underlying picture we do not yet understand. 
 

Therefore, a priority for Safer Newport and its subgroups will be to provide a continuation of analysis to all 
data and information  contained within this document. There too will be an overarching priority to conduct 
a data gap analysis and development workstream.  
 
It is important for the effectiveness and meaningfulness of this document that no single piece of data 
be considered in isolation or out of the context of this document .  

  
 

5 Compare your area | Police.uk (www.police.uk) 

https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/gwent-police/performance/compare-your-area/?tc=NB85
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What is a Strategic Needs Assessment (SNA)? 
A Community Safety needs assessment is a detailed evaluation of the current state of a variety of factors 

that contribute to community safety issues within a specific geographic area under the remit of the local 

authority. This assessment aims to identify the root causes, trends, and highlight key community safety 

themes such as Anti-Social Behaviour, Serious Violence and Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and 

Sexual Violence. Analysis of data, which is both quantitative and qualitative, enables Safer Newport to 

develop a comprehensive understanding of the issue. 

The assessment helps us determine the resources, policies, and strategies needed to effectively prevent and 

address community safety issues. It is acknowledged that collaboration between, Safer NewportòO OP=PQPKNU 

partners including, Gwent Police, Aneurin Bevan University Health Board (ABUHB), Newport Youth Justice 

Service (YJS), South Wales Fire and Rescue Service (SWFR) and other stakeholders is essential to develop a 

targeted and evidence-based approach to identifying recurring themes of and improving community safety. 

Whilst Safer Newport will have a direct responsibility for this SNA it is important to note the range of 

supporting Boards and Strategic Groups that all hold responsibility for action.  

Contributing Legislation and Key Guidance  

Crime and Disorder 

The Crime and Disorder Act 1998 one of a suite of UK legislation aimed to address and prevent crime and 

disorder. It introduced various measures such as Anti-Social Behaviour Orders (ASBOs), Parenting Orders, 

and provisions to tackle youth offending. The Act also emphasised partnerships between different agencies, 

like police and local authorities, working together in addressing crime and disorder issues in communities. 

Serious Violence Duty 2022 

Serious violence has a devastating impact on the lives of victims and families, instils fear within communities 
and is extremely costly to society. Incidents of serious violence have increased in England and Wales since 
ÈÆÇÊë 5DA %QPU EO = GAU L=NP KB PDA (KRANJIAJPòO LNKCN=IIA KB SKNG PK ?KHH=>KN=PA =J@ LH=J PK LNARAJP 
and reduce serious violence: taking a multi-agency approach to understand the causes and consequences 
of serious violence, focusing on prevention and early intervention, and informed by evidence. The Duty aims 
to ensure that agencies are focussed on their activity to prevent and reduce serious violence whilst also 
providing sufficient flexibility so that the relevant organisations will engage and work together in the most 
effective local partnership for any given area. έ 

Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003 

The Antisocial Behaviour Act 2003 introduced measures to address and tackle antisocial behaviour. It 

amended existing laws to enhance the powers of authorities to deal with behaviours that were causing harm 
or distress to communities. The act also introduced other measures to address housing-related antisocial 

behaviour and to empower local authorities and police to act against those responsible. 

Violence Against Women Domestic Abuse & Sexual Violence Wales Act 

The Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015 aims to address and 
prevent gender-based violence. It provides a comprehensive legal framework to tackle issues such as 
domestic abuse, sexual violence, and other forms of violence against women. The Act mandates the 
development of strategies, support services, and training programs to raise awareness, protect victims, and 
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hold perpetrators accountable. It also focuses on promoting collaboration between various agencies to 
ensure a coordinated response to these issues. 

Domestic Abuse Act 

The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 covers England and Wales introduced to strengthen the legal framework 

around domestic abuse. It broadens the definition of domestic abuse to include not just physical violence, 
but also emotional, coercive, or controlling behaviour. The Act introduces protective measures such as 
Domestic Abuse Protection Notices and Orders, which aim to provide better protection for victims. 
Additionally, the act criminalises the non-fatal strangulation or suffocation of a partner or family member. 

Methodology   
This Strategic Needs Assessment adopts a public health approach that considers community safety across 
the entire population of Newport. A public health approach involves the adoption by all partners of a 
systematic and evidence informed process for understanding communities experience of safety and using 
evidence-based approaches that are evaluated for effectiveness to make positive changes. The first step is 

to understand the problem and issues in relation to community safety within a defined population.  

Community safety is influenced by a wide range of factors across the conditions within which people are 

born, learn, work and age. This involves interactions with multiple agencies and organisations interacting as 

a whole system. Data has therefore been gathered from across the Safer Newport partnership including 

Gwent Police, South Wales Fire and Rescue Service, Aneurin Bevan University Health Board and Newport 

City Council.  

Population profile 
Quantitative data has been gathered to describe the demographic characteristics of the population 

including age, sex, ethnicity, and sexuality. Community safety is also influenced by wider determinants such 

as education attainment, deprivation, and employment status. A summary of key indicators in relation to 

these wider determinants has been identified.  

Prevalence of violence and risk factors for violence 

Crime data has been analysed to understand the prevalence of violence within Newport using relevant 

comparators. This has focused upon three key themes of: Serious Violence; Anti-Social Behaviour and 

Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence.  

Local data has also been gathered to understand the prevalence of protective factors that impact upon 

community safety and are important determinants for safe and resilient communities including housing 

status and school attendance. 

Preventing violence happening in the first place (primary prevention) and intervening early to reduce further 
harm when it has occurred (secondary prevention) requires a shift to address the root causes of community 

safety concerns. Root causes will include vulnerability factors such as child exploitation, substance use, and 
adverse childhood experiences including domestic violence. Data is provided to understand at a local level 
the current prevalence of risk factors for community safety. 

Qualitative insights 

Quantitative data has been complimented with insights from people across Newport to strengthen and 

provide a more holistic understanding of community safety. This approach understands the importance of 

ensuring that the community voice is heard, and people can share their lived experience of safety. 
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A Community Safety Perception Survey has been undertaken which was available as an online survey and 

paper-based copies where needed. A total of 3646 survey and engagement responses were received with 

results analysed.  

The findings of both the quantitative data and qualitative insights have been considered to establish key 
findings and emerging trends for consideration by the Safer Newport partnership. This will lead to the 
development of targeted and evidence-based interventions to address the specific community safety 
concerns in Newport. 

  

Wellbeing of Future Generation Act  

The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 is a piece of legislation in Wales, which aims to 
promote the long-term sustainability and well-being of both current and future generations. The Act 
introduces a framework that requires public bodies in Wales to consider the economic, social, 

environmental, and cultural well-being of present and future generations when making decisions. It 
emphasises collaboration, integration, and prevention in policymaking to ensure that the choices made 
today have positive impacts on the well-being of people and the environment in the years to come. The Act 
also establishes a Future Generations Commissioner for Wales to monitor and advocate for the 
implementation of its principles. 

Five ways of working 

Throughout this Strategic Needs Assessment, the WBFG five ways of working have been considered. This 
threaded throughout the sections.  

 

 

 

 

 

Supplementary Documents  
As part of the extensive data and informational review, there is a sizable set of information that has 
contributed to this needs assessment and its findings. For ease of use this data and information can be 
found in supplementary documentation upon request by emailing, onenewport@newport.gov.uk.  

mailto:onenewport@newport.gov.uk
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About Newport 

Profile  of Newport  

General information (2021 Census6 or Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 20197) 
 

Population  159,587  % of the Wales Population  5.1% 

     

Population Density  
(population per km 2) 

 

838 

 

 Area (km2)     217 

     

% of people who identified as 
non-White  

14.5%  % of the population are Female 50.9% 

     

% of people are aged 65 and over 17.0%  
% of people aged 16+ are 
LGBTQ+ 

2.88% 

     

     

% of people aged 16+ have no 
qualifications  

21.7%  
% of people aged 16+ are 
economically inactive  

39.3% 

     

WIMD 2019 ā Overall (% of 
LSOAs in most deprived 10%) 

24.2%  
WIMD 2019 ā Community Safety 
Domain (% of LSOAs in most 
deprived 10%) 

35.8% 

 

A Community Well-being Profile8 (including six local area profiles) have been developed for Newport in 
support of the Gwent Well-being Assessment9. 

The Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2019 (WIMD) is a measure of relative deprivation for small areas. 
WIMD is currently made up of eight separate domains (or types) of deprivation. Each domain is compiled 
from a range of different indicators. 

 

 

 
6 ONS Census 2021 Maps 
7 Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2019 
8 Newport Community Well-being Profiles 2021 
9 Gwent Well-being Assessment 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps/choropleth?lad=W06000022
https://www.gov.wales/welsh-index-multiple-deprivation
https://www.newport.gov.uk/atlas/en/Profiles/Newport-community-wellbeing-profiles.aspx
https://www.gwentpsb.org/en/well-being-plan/well-being-assessment/
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Community Safety Issues 

Community safety issues cover a range of crimes, behaviours, and concerns. These issues have all be 

identified as issues of concern within communities across Newport  EIL=?PEJC KJ PDA LQ>HE?òO ATLANEAJ?As 

and perception of safety.  

As a large city in Wales, Newport has a range of issues that impact directly on the publicòs experience, and 

feelings, of safety.  

Via both quantitative and qualitative data obtained for this assessment we have been able to identify the 3 

key police data sets community safety themes.  

1) Anti-Social Behaviour  

2) Serious Violence 

3) Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence  

Please see the following sections for more information  and a summary of each area in relation to data used 
for this needs assessment. 

Crime Data 
All crime data detailed below has been provided by Gwent Police. Overall crime in Newport sits above the 
Gwent average, though the gap has closed over the last 12-18 months. Newport's density and deprivation 
index impacts on crime data we can see below. Please note that data below is reported incidents to the 

police and as such we should note that there will be more incidences that go unreported and will be 
experienced by the public and residents of Newport and may not be captured in the crime data below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the purposes of this Strategic Needs Assessment the following crime data will focus on the 3 key areas 

outlined above in relation to their impacts on Community Safety.  
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1. Anti -Social Behaviour (ASB) 
Anti-social behaviour (ASB) is conduct that has caused ā or is likely to cause ā harassment, alarm, or distress 

to any person. ASB impacts on individuals and communities. The impact of ASB can be low to severe based 

on individual impact and community impacts on quality of life and perception of safety as a result. 

Oftentimes ASB will be low level, non-criminal activity. Whilst non-criminal the effects on communities can 

be significant. ASB also can be a precursor for more serious and violent crime types.  

 
 

Whilst this data shows us a steep decline of ASB in 

Newport, ASB still remains above the Gwent average. 

Antisocial behaviour is often known to be exasperated by 

limited alterative activities, especially for young people. 

This heightened level in 2020/21 would demonstrating 

this with most activities being closed. The decline 

correlates to reopening of facilities and programmes for 

engagement and diversions in place. This decline could 

also be considered in line with an increase or levelling up 

to more serious and violent crime incidents.  

 

It is important to note that this is reported crimes and as such many aspects of ASB will be felt by 

communities and impact on daily life without being reported and recorded as a crime. Please consider this 

data set in relation to following sections of this SNA.  
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2. Serious Violence 
Serious Violence is defined =O ñOLA?EBE? PULAO KB ?NEIA OQ?D =O DKIE?E@Aè GJEBA ?NEIAè =J@ CQJ ?NEIA =J@ =NA=O 

of criminality where serious violence or its threat is inherent, such as in gangs and county lines drug dealing. 

It also includes emerging crime threats faced in some areas of the country such as the use of corrosive 

OQ>OP=J?AO =O = SA=LKJëò10 

The Knife Angel  

The Knife Angel is a statue created from confiscated or surrendered knives by Police Forces across England 

and Wales (including Gwent Police) and was created to highlight the impacts of violent behaviour. The Knife 

Angel was situated in Friars Walk for the month of November 2022. As a Community Safety Partnership, 

4=BAN /ASLKNP ?KIIEPPA@ PK OQLLKNP PDA ,JEBA "JCAHòO -AC=?U >U >A?KIEJC =J =?PERA ?KJPNE>QPKN KB PDA 

National Anti-Violence Charter for UK cities and towns. As part of this, Safer Newport pledges to work in 

partnership to reduce violence and aggressive behaviour through continued and sustained educational 

efforts and to increase intolerance to violence in =HH EPO BKNIO PDNKQCDKQP /ASLKNPòO ?KIIQJEPEAOë 

Crime data 

It is important to note that UK Home Office requirements have called for regional partnership responses to 

the Serious Violence Duty and have required that there be a Regional Strategic Need Assessment and 

Strategy to be completed. Please review the attached in conjunction with this SNA.  

Gwent Serious 

Violence Duty SNA 2024_Final.pdf

Gwent Serious 

Violence Duty Strategy 2024_Final.pdf
 (Link will be added once published) 

Newport Crime 
Categories  

Population  154,676 156,447 159,658 
% Change (previous year) 

Year 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 

Homicide 

No. of people 0 2 3 50.0%  

Rate per 1k 
population 

0.00 0.01 0.02 47.0%  

 
 

 
10 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/698009/s
erious-violence-strategy.pdf p14 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/698009/serious-violence-strategy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/698009/serious-violence-strategy.pdf
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From the data above it is seen that since the end of covid 
restrictions and lockdowns, the incidents of knife crime 
have increased. This is likely due to a resuming of ñnormalò 
life, increased social gatherings and a return to nighttime 
economy activities. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
The use of weapons has been a rising issue over the 
years with cases increasing steadily. Once again 

/ASLKNPòO BECQNAO NAI=EJ =>KRA PDA (SAJP =RAN=CA 
for this crime set. However, Newport is not alone, 
and we know that weapon related crimes have been 

increasing across the UK over the last few years 
with the Office for National Statistics (ONS) 
reporting a 21% increase from September 21-
September 2211.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Grievous Bodily Harm by its name indicates the severity 
of these offences. From the graph we can see that within 
the scope of Serious Violent Crime data, this is the most 
significant in terms of occurrences. More than 100x that 
of homicide. Violent crime and its increase within 
Newport have a direct impact on perceptions of safety 

within . Please see the below section KJ ñ5DA Voices of 
Citizens and Partnersëò  

 
 

 
 

  

 
11 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/knife-and-offensive-weapon-sentencing-statistics-july-to-september-
2022#:~:text=The%20recent%20police%20recorded%20crime,in%20year%20ending%20September%202022.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/knife-and-offensive-weapon-sentencing-statistics-july-to-september-2022#:~:text=The%20recent%20police%20recorded%20crime,in%20year%20ending%20September%202022
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/knife-and-offensive-weapon-sentencing-statistics-july-to-september-2022#:~:text=The%20recent%20police%20recorded%20crime,in%20year%20ending%20September%202022
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3. Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual 

Violence 
Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence is a three-pronged approach to tackling 
violence and abuse within homes and public spaces.  

- Violence Against Women: This refers to any act of gender-based violence that results in physical, 

sexual, or psychological harm or suffering to women which are rooted in unequal power dynamics 

between genders. 

- Domestic Abuse: This is a pattern of controlling behaviour by one person against another person 

whom they have an intimate connection with be that a partner or family member. It can involve 

physical, emotional, psychological, and financial abuse, and is aimed at establishing power and 

control over the victim. 

- Sexual Violence: This encompasses any non-consensual sexual act or behaviour inflicted on an 

individual against their will. It includes rape, sexual assault, sexual harassment, and any unwanted 

sexual advances or actions that violate a person's autonomy and dignity. 

- Areas of Honour Based Abuse, Forced Marriage and Female Genital Mutilation all sit within this area 

as all are predominately experienced by women highlighting these crimes as a Violence Against 

Women and Girls (VAWG) issue.  

 
 

 
Domestic abuse saw a significant impact from Covid in 
Newport and across the UK Reporting and disclosures 
were all impacted by lockdowns, lack of easy access to 
services and being in further  isolation with their 
abuser. A lasting impact of cases reported has seen 

that the complexity and severity of these cases has 
increased significantly with more sector support 

required. έ Reflected on this crime data, it is the fact 
that many cases of DA will go unreported to police, and 
many will suffer in silence. 
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UK wide there has been an increase over the last few years 

in reports and prosecutions of rape and the data for 

Newport echoes this trend. Serious Sexual Violence attacks 

and Rape have a lasting impact on community safety and in 

L=NPE?QH=N SKIAJòO OAJOA KB O=BAPU >KPD EJ LQ>HE? =J@ 

private settings. We know that within Newport there are 

hotspot areas for this crime category and whilst work has 

been done to mitigate some of these risks, there is still more 

to be done. Issues around the justice system in relation to 

rape offences is well publicised, with the Justice system and 

this publicity will give rise to reporting increase as we more 

see prosecutions and convictions increase.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
These crime type can be considered as other touching, 
exposure and predatorial behaviour. This rise is much 
like the above rape statistics in that public perception 
and concern has grown of with this crime and as such 
is more reported by the public. National and 

international campaigns have led to greater public 
awareness and indignation. 

 
 
 

 
 

This data set shows the number of police reports of 
Modern Day Slavery, of which the categories are sexual 

exploitation, forced labour, domestic servitude, 
Criminal exploitation, and can include organ removal; 
forced begging; forced benefit fraud; forced marriage 
and illegal adoption.12 This is placed within the 
VAWDASV crime section as globally 71% of victims are 
women and girls, and often includes abuse of many 
kinds including sexual for both male and female victims. 
This data for Newport would need to be further  
considered to measure impact and resources needed.  
 
 

 

 
12 6.3679_PH_Modern Slavery further materials (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a821c2ae5274a2e87dc1317/What_is_Modern_Slavery_NCA_v1.pdf
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As can be seen with many of the other data sets, 
/ASLKNPòO BECQNAO KJ )#" =NA OECJEBE?=JPHU DECDAN PD=J 
the Gwent average, it is likely that this is due to 
/ASLKNPòO LNKBEHA KB higher levels of diversity and 
population density. HBA is a multifaceted issue and 
one that, due to its elevated level of risk, is under 
reported. We can therefore anecdotally assume that 
individual lived experience of Honour Based Abuse is 
significantly higher than is reported.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
A spike in reporting and discovery of this crime 

could be linked to the limited travel options and lack 
of options for abroad marriages to take place during 
the pandemic. Again, much like HBA, this crime will 
be under reported due to cultural community 
expectations and repercussions. /ASLKNPòO HARAHO 
once again remain high in compassion to Gwent due 

to population profile.  
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Community and Social Determinants   

In addition to the crime data outlined and detailed above it is important that crime is not seen in 

isolation but rather as part of systemic community and social influences. Below are details of five 

additional areas that need to be considered.  

Newport Geography  
According to the 2021 census data, Newport became the fasting growing unitary authority in Wales from 2011-

2021.  

Whilst Newport is growing, it is important to note that Newport is 70% rural, meaning that a significant portion 

of its 159,600 living in 30% of Newport land area. Population density such as this concentrates not only amenities 

but also issues.  

Cost of living 

The cost-of-living crisis impacts upon wider social factors beyond finances.13 Social issues and 

challenges contribute to health and community factors. The impact is varied and wide. With impacts 

not limited to community safety, this work is a key part of the ongoing work of Gwent as a Marmot 

Region.  

14 

 

 

  

 
13 https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/the-cost-of-living-crisis-is-a-public-health-issue/  
14 The cost-of-living crisis is a public health issue | British Politics and Policy at LSE 

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/the-cost-of-living-crisis-is-a-public-health-issue/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/the-cost-of-living-crisis-is-a-public-health-issue/
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Housing Needs 

Housing need, issues or difficulties alone are not precursors for Community Safety issues. However 

insecure housing can contribute and increase risk and perception of community safety issues. Research 

shows that stable housing options and ownership can have a positive impact on communities as a 

whole and reduce crimes and risks of criminal activity within a community.15 

 

 

Rough Sleeping 

Whilst the graph shows a decline in rough sleeping in Newport over the last 3 years. Support services 

and Housing interventions have contribute to this decline.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Impacts on community safety can be perception with increasing rough sleeping and the public feeling 

less safe, but this also puts a vulnerable group of individuals at an increased risk of abuse and violence. 
16 

 
15 https://academic.oup.com/ej/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ej/uead040/7190617?login=false  
16 άLǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻǳƭ ŀǿŀȅέΥ aŀƧƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ŦŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
sleeping rough in England | Crisis | Together we will end homelessness 
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https://academic.oup.com/ej/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ej/uead040/7190617?login=false
https://www.crisis.org.uk/about-us/media-centre/it-would-take-your-soul-away-major-new-research-from-crisis-reveals-the-inhumanity-faced-by-people-sleeping-rough-in-england/
https://www.crisis.org.uk/about-us/media-centre/it-would-take-your-soul-away-major-new-research-from-crisis-reveals-the-inhumanity-faced-by-people-sleeping-rough-in-england/
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Asylum Seekers and Refugees. 

Whilst the Home Office have now moved to a system of full dispersal, Newport  has been a traditional 

dispersal area, bringing into the city a variety of nationalities and cultures. However, due to the trauma 

many suffer on their journey to the UK Asylum seekers and refugees are often vulnerable and isolated. 

This can make them a target for recruitment into crime or a victim of abuse and hate. Public perception 

of asylum seekers and refugees also has an impact.  

Table 1: Asylum seekers arrived  in Newport  and granted leave to remain. 
  

  Asylum seekers arrived.  
in Newport  

Refugees (Granted leave to 
remain)  

April  21 to March 22 198 168 

April  22 to March 23 191 126 

April  23 to January 24 199 176 

  
  
Table 2: overview  of total  numbers of accommodated asylum seekers in Newport  from  March 2021- 
January 2024 

 

Mar-

21 

Apr-

21 

May-

21 

Jun-

21 

Jul-

21 

Aug-

21 

Sep-

21 

Oct-

21 

Nov-

21 

Dec-

21 

Jan-

22 

Feb-

22 

Mar-

22 

444 457 428 415 417 414 425 431 426 436 438 429 445 

             
Mar-
22 

Apr-
22 

May-
22 

Jun-
22 

Jul-
22 

Aug-
22 

Sep-
22 

Oct-
22 

Nov-
22 

Dec-
22 

Jan-
23 

Feb-
23 

Mar-
23 

445 483 491 485 483 489 483 483 460 463 450 444 429 

             
Mar-
23 

Apr-
23 

May-
23 

Jun-
23 

Jul-
23 

Aug-
23 

Sep-
23 
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23 

Nov-
23 

Dec-
23 

Jan-
24   

429 437 437 430 437 425 416 398 362 345 362   
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Children and Young People 

The number of children living in Newport is 31,41017 It is the intention of Welsh Government to ensure 

PD=P ?DEH@NAJòO NECDPO PK >A O=BAè DA=HPDU =J@ PK BHKQNEOD =NA = PKL LNEKNEPUë18 "O OQ?D /ASLKNPòO UKQJCAOP 

residents will be considered, in their own right, as part of this SNA. Children and young people can be 

more vulnerable to abuse and exploitation, and as such need to be considered in more detail.  

Education Data 

Education in Newport is made of 57 schools under the following categories. 

¶ Primary Schools  

¶ Secondary Schools 

¶ Independent / Church Schools 

¶ Special Schools 

¶ Pupil Referral Units 

School Year Groups Nursery* Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

October 2023 
Newport Pupils Total19 

**  

1494 1975 1943 2080 2131 2066 2026 2068 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 Grand Total 

2007 2020 1976 1977 1992 865 682 27,308 

*Nursery count includes AM & PM sessions and 'rising 3' pupils     

**Includes pupils in Learning Resource Bases      

Below are some education-based statistics to better enable us to consider and reflect on the needs of 

Children and Young People in Newport and ensure their safety and protection.  

It is noted that a need of robust data sets for education related to community safety to be established 

in line with additional data work already identified. This will enable future iterations of Safer Newport 

Community Safety Strategic Needs Assessments to be more rounded and considered. This will include 

the need for Welsh Government National data sets to be obtained for comparison and considerations.  

Free School Meals 

20 

 
17 Community Wellbeing Profile 2019 - Newport Population 
18 CCFW-FGCW-Report-_English_01.pdf (childcomwales.org.uk) 
19 Pupil numbers | Newport City Council ς October 2023 
20 https://www.gov.wales/schools-census-results-january-2023-html#130502  

19.9

20.3

Newport - January 2023

Wales ςJanuary 2023

FREE SCHOOL MEAL ENTITLEMENT -
JANUARY 2023

https://www.newport.gov.uk/documents/One-Newport/Profiles/Community-Wellbeing-Profile-2019-Newport-Population.pdf
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/CCFW-FGCW-Report-_English_01.pdf
https://www.newport.gov.uk/en/Council-Democracy/Transparency/Pupil-numbers.aspx
https://www.gov.wales/schools-census-results-january-2023-html#130502
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Newport is currently ranked in 11th position for the % of pupils entitled to free school meals.  

Newport is in line with all Wales average % of pupils entitled to free school meals. This data can be 

used as an indicator for poverty but can also be underestimated due to families that do not claim this 

benefit.  

Attainment data 

The below data set show Newport attainment data in comparison to Welsh average achievement data.   

Key Stage 3 Attainment Data 

21 

The data above shows /ASLKNPòO =PP=EJIAJP KB $KNe Subject qualifications at Key Stage 3 remain above 

the Welsh average.  

Key Stage 4 Attainment Data 

Attainment data for Key Stage 4 is due to be released shortly and will be added to this section once 

available.  

Not in Education, Employment and Training (NEET)  

The graph below shows the total percentage of pupils at the end of year 11 classed at Not in Education, 

Employment and Training.  

 

 
21 Academic achievement of pupils at Key Stage 3: September 2022 to August 2023 | GOV.WALES 

https://www.gov.wales/academic-achievement-pupils-key-stage-3-september-2022-august-2023-html
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For 2022, the published Welsh Government Year 11 NEET figure in Newport was 1.3%, equating to 22 

young people identified as NEET out of the total number of Yr11 cohort of 1717. This placed the local 

authority in joint 2nd position in Wales. The 2022 figure remains below the Wales average for the 

seventh consecutive year.  

Young People who are recognised as NEET can have a higher probability of becoming social excluded 

or vulnerable to involvement in crime.  

Exclusion data 

Fixed term exclusions (up to 5 days) per 1000 pupils: 2015-2022 

 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20  2020/21 

Newport 40.9 38.3 37.5 36.1 24.6  27.9 

Wales 30.9 34.4 36.6 41 28.7  27.6 

Newport 
ranking 

19th 15th 11th 11th  8th   11th (joint with 
Merthyr Tydfil) 

 

Fixed term exclusions (over 5 days) per 1000 pupils: 2015-2022 

 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 

Newport 1.8 1.5 0.9 0.9 0.08 0.4 

Wales 1.4 1.8 1.7 1.7 1.2 1.1 

Newport 
ranking 

16th/15th 

(joint with 
Powys) 

11th/12th 

(joint with 
Swansea) 

5th  4th  Data 
supressed 

1st (joint 
with 
Cardiff) 

 

Permanent exclusions per 1000 pupils 2015-2022 

 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 

Newport 0.4 0.6 0.3 0.6 

Wales 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.3 

Newport 
ranking 

14th 14th 10th 22nd (joint with 
Blaenau 
Gwent) 

2020 2021 2022

Newport 1.40% 1.30% 1.30%

Wales Average 1.70% 1.60% 2.10%

0.00%

0.50%

1.00%

1.50%

2.00%

2.50%

A
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NOT IN  EDUCATION,  EMPLOYMENT AND 
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Within Newport LA, fixed term exclusion over five days is low. There has been a specific focus to re-

engaging pupils back into school as quickly as possible. Permanent exclusions remain too high. The 

NA@Q?PEKJ KB PDAOA NAI=EJO = LNEKNEPU BKN PDA HK?=H =QPDKNEPUë " JASHU @ARAHKLA@ ñ)=NIBQH #AD=REKQNOò 

protocol has also introduced to support the prevention of permanent exclusions. Newport LA has 

always sought to work collaboratively with all schools to seek an alternative to permanent exclusion 

and the weekly secondary Managed Move Panel is integral to this. However, despite the strength of 

this panel and the multi-agency work that is continuing to develop, rates of permanent exclusion were 

above the Wales average both in the academic years 2020-21 and in 2021-22. 

The ongoing collaboration of Education Service representatives along with NCC Youth Justice Service 

and Gwent Police is proving to have impact, particularly around supporting young people at risk of or 

who are being criminally exploited.  

Children and Community Safety 

Children and young people can be more vulnerable to abuse and exploitation, and as such need to be 

considered in more detail.  

 

Criminal Exploitation. 

Criminal exploitation is child abuse where 

children and young people are manipulated 

and coerced into committing crimes. 

 

This data set shows a significant increase in 

children within criminal exploitation. Links to 

this data set need to be considered within a 

wider context of, deprivation and need and 

further links into serious violence and 

organised crime groups.  

 

 

 

Public Space Youth Violence 

Youth violence against the person crime rate in Gwent has risen by 19% between 2018-19 and 2022-23. 

When comparing the 5-year average crime rate by local authority Blaenau Gwent has the highest with 

1.00 crime per 1k pop., followed by Caerphilly with 0.94, Torfaen with 0.88, Newport with 0.87 and 

finally Monmouthshire with 0.51. 
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When comparing the 5-year average volume of crime in each local authority Caerphilly has the highest 

number with 169, followed by Newport with 135, Torfaen with 82, Blaenau Gwent with 69 and 

Monmouthshire with 48.22 

Youth Justice Service 

The Youth Justice Service (YJS) is central to the Youth Justice System. There is a YJS in every local 

authority in Wales and England set up with the intention of reducing the risk of young people offending 

and re-offending, and to provide counsel and rehabilitation to those who do offend. Youth offending 

teams engage in a wide variety of work with young offenders aged 10 to 17 years to try and achieve 

their aims. Locally, the service brings together staff from a wide range of organisations including the 

local authority, police, probation service, health, and specialist project workers. By working together, 

sharing knowledge, skills, and experience, they aim to help young people make the right life choices 

and reduce youth offending. 

Youth Justice Service Interventions 2020/2021 2021/2022 2022/2023 

Preventative Workstreams 131 194 220 

Out of Disposal Workstreams 116 73 76 

Statutory Court Workstreams 49 30 30 

Year Totals 296 297 326 

 

 

  

 
22 Serious Violence Duty Strategic Needs Assessment for Gwent 2024. 
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Health ā Aneurin Bevan University Health Board  

Aneurin Bevan University Health Board is the operational name of Aneurin Bevan University Local 

Health Board. The Health Board was established on the 1st of October 2009 and covers the areas of 

Blaenau Gwent, Caerphilly, Monmouthshire, Newport, and Torfaen. 

The below details hospital admissions based on assault type and age below.  

Whilst numbers below have shown some areas where Newport is above the Welsh average, these have 

seen a decline in recent years. This needs to be considered more moving forward to monitor noted 

increases, particularly around Young People and Violent Assaults.  

  Assault by sharp object (ICD10 code - X99) 

Local Authority 

Name 
2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 

Newport  5.17  7.03  1.92  

Wales 3.17  2.87  2.37  

Summary of Wales Hospital Admissions for violence (Assault by sharp object - ICD10 code - 

X99) by Local Authority area, rates per 100,000 and covering 2016/17 to 2021/22 

         

  All Violence & Assaults (ICD10 codes - X91-X99; Y00-Y09) 

Local Authority 

Name 
2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 

Newport  52.37  37.07  28.76  

Wales 31.40  20.70  21.96  

 

  
Young People (Under 25) - Assault by sharp object (ICD10 code 

- X99) 

Local Authority 

Name 
2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 

Newport  4.24  6.25  0.00  

Wales 3.20  3.19  2.86  

Summary of Wales Hospital Admissions for violence (Assault by sharp object - ICD10 code - 

X99) by Local Authority area, rates per 100,000 and covering 2016/17 to 2021/22 

       

  
Young People (Under 25) - All Violence & Assaults (ICD10 

codes - X91-X99; Y00-Y09) 

Local Authority 

Name 
2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 

Newport  65.74  31.25  33.33  

Wales 37.68  23.23  27.41  
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Public Protection  
Illegal Tobacco 

The sale of illegal tobacco is a threat to communities and businesses. Recorded intelligence within the 
National Trading Standards Intelligence Database for the Newport area, shows significant threats from 
organised crime groups running illegal tobacco pop-up shops in previously empty properties. 

Officers in the last three years have: 

¶ Submitted 444 reports to the intelligence database. (19% of all reports) 

¶ Seized 1.5 million cigarettes and 225 kilos of tobacco with a retail value of £1,088,250. 
¶ Seized cash, vaping products, and cannabis. 
¶ Frozen 2 bank accounts with a value of £122,000. 
¶ Closed 32 shops using ASB legislation, delivering a £1.5 million impact on the profits of the crime 

groups. 
¶ Undertaken 11 investigations leading to 7 prosecutions. 

Officers have raised concerns that other criminality may be operating within the crime groups including 
supply of illicit drugs, offensive weapons, money laundering, human trafficking, grant fraud, and other 
regulatory issues. 

Illegal Disposable Vapes 
In a similar vein to illegal tobacco, illegal disposable vapes represent an increasing threat to local 
communities and businesses. Organised crime groups have realised the potentially lucrative market 
and have either diversified their illegal tobacco activities to include illegal vapes or set up vape only 
shops which have a set dressing of legal vapes but are established to sell illegal vapes. 
In the past three years officers have: 

¶ Submitted 61 reports to the intelligence database. 
¶ Seized or removed from sale 2,344 illegal disposable vapes. 
¶ Taken one successful prosecution. 

In contrast to the results of underage test purchase sales of illegal tobacco which are rare, the sale of 

vapes (legal or illegal) to underage volunteers are high. In the last three years, out of 39 attempted 
underage test purchases of vapes 13 sales were made representing a failure rate of 30%. This 

propensity to sell vapes to underage persons is reflected in the increasing use of vapes among young 
people including when at school. 
 
Environmental Protection  

 
The Environmental Protection team continues to deliver Pollution Control, nuisance investigation and 

fixed penalty notice enforcement, working in partnership with numerous partner agencies. 
Notable updates. 
32 Community Protection Warnings issued since January 2022 

¶ 66 Fixed Penalty Notices issued by the Community Protection team since January 2022 

¶ Continues to contribute to multi-agency Waste Crime project work & Operations to detect 

Waste carrying offences and provide advice & enforcement where necessary. 

¶ Contributes to partnerships: Event Safety Advisory Group, Wentloog Stakeholder Group, 

Marshfield working group, Living Levels working group, Pollution Expert Panel. Fly Tipping 

Action Wales 

The Environmental Protection team has identified potential immigration, Modern Day Slavery, money 
laundering, harassment & intimidation offences associated with cases of nuisance, and Anti-social 
Behaviour they are investigating, and multi-agency partnership working & intelligence sharing is 
ongoing. 
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Nighttime  economy 
Night-time economies are an important  part of our towns and cities including Newport  city centre. 
Most people enjoy a night out safely and sensibly and can create a rich vibrate and cultural 
environment. However, the night-time economy can be associated with  issues, predominantly around 
alcohol fuelled violence and crime and antisocial behaviour. 
To ensure Newport  has a Safe Nighttime Economy Officers have work closely with  both the Licensing 
Trade and Responsible Authorities. 
Officers in the last three years have: 
¶ Obtained Purple Flag status highlighting that Newport  City Centre has met or surpassed the 

standards of excellence in managing the evening and nighttime economy. 

¶ Inspected approximately 2780 taxi drivers and vehicles during Nighttime Work. 
¶ Undertaken 47 Nighttime enforcement operations ensuring compliance.  
¶ Undertaken 12 Licensing reviews / interventions have on Licenced premises. 
¶ Provided approximately 2500 Safeguarding training courses (CSE) to the taxi trade. 

  
Officers have raised concerns that other criminality may be operating within  the crime groups including 
supply of illicit drugs, money laundering, human trafficking, CSE and other regulatory issues. 
 

Empty Properties on the City Centre.  
  
As previously highlighted, there have been a significant number of premises utilised in the City Centre 

BKN ñ$=JJ=>EO (NKSOòë $KHHA=CQAO BNKI (SAJP 1KHE?A ATA?QPA@ S=NN=JPO =P R=NEKQO LNAIEOAOè OAEVEJC 
large numbers of Cannabis Plants/associated equipment and many arrests have been made. This issue 
clearly highlighted how vulnerable some business premises and unused flats above the ground floor 
are to criminality. The key objective is to work together as a partnership to understand who owns the 
respective properties and protect them from further illegal use. 
  

(SAJP 1KHE?A D=RA >AAJ SKNGEJC SEPD /ASLKNP $EPU $KQJ?EHòO &JRENKJIAJP =J@ 1Q>HE? 1NKPA?PEKJ 
Teams, City Centre Manager, and other key partners in response to these threats. 

  
A database has now been compiled containing all the premises in the City Centre, utilising the 
knowledge across the partnerships and other systems, each property is being RAG rated based on the 
EJBKNI=PEKJ GJKSJë 5DA ?NEPE?=H AHAIAJP EO PK AOP=>HEOD PDKOA LNAIEOAO =P ñ)ECD 3EOGò KB EHHAC=H KN ?NEIEJ=H 
use. in February 2024 partners conducted a scoping exercise in the city to assist with the risk grading 
process. 
  
Gwent Police will be working with NCC officers to encourage business owners to report concerns in 
the future to ensure early identification and action. 
  

The database will allow a constant up to date record of all the premises in the City Centre which can be 
amended to reflect a change of use. 

  
Colleagues in CCTV will be briefed on any premises identified as at risk or vulnerable to ensure any 

concerns are identified and addressed in a timely manner. 
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Additional VAWDASV Information  
The below data is intervention data related to perpetrators of VAWDASV and, in particular Domestic 
abuse.  

VAWDASV (MARAC and MATAC) 

 

A MARAC is a meeting where information is 
shared on the highest risk domestic abuse cases 
between representatives of local police, health, 
child protection, housing practitioners, 

Independent Domestic Violence Advisors (IDVAs), 
probation and other specialists from the statutory 

and voluntary sectors. 

After sharing all relevant information they have 
about a victim, the representatives discuss 
options for increasing the safety of the victim and 
turn these into a co-ordinated action plan. The 
primary focus of the MARAC is to safeguard the 
adult victim. The MARAC will also make links with 
other fora to  

safeguard children and manage the behaviour of the perpetrator. At the heart of a MARAC is the working 
assumption that no single agency or individual can see the complete picture of the life of a victim, but all 
may have insights that are crucial to their safety. The victim does not attend the meeting but is represented 
by an IDVA who speaks on their behalf. Newport Data sits clearly above the Gwent average with notable 

spikes related to lockdowns and their impacts on victims of DA. 
 

 

MATAC refers to the Multi-Agency Tasking and 
Coordination process of identifying and tackling serial 
perpetrators of domestic abuse perpetrators. The 

overarching objectives of the MATAC are to safeguard 
adults and children at risk of domestic abuse and to 
reduce the offending of domestic abuse perpetrators. 
 

** Caveat is the figures are estimates on the basis that 
Police and Probation have not really rolled out a 
óNABANN=H LNK?AOOô BKN ."5"$ UAPë #A?=QOA EP EO a pilot 
that has been running for the last 2 years, nominations 
were based on professional judgement initially until 

the RFG tool we use was introduced. So initially, 
capacity was set at 5 for the east and 5 for the west then 
for the last financial year when the RFG tool kicked in, 

capacity was increased to 10 for the west and 10 for the east. 

Adults at Risk of Sexual Exploitation  
Horizon Exploitation Support Service >=OA@ SEPDEJ $UB=JJKH 8KIAJòO =E@ provides information, 
advice, support and advocacy services to adults and young people in Gwent who are currently, or are 
at risk of, experiencing sexual or financial exploitation. 
















































































